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HUNTER TEAM EYES ‘GRAY AREAS’

Lawyer sent letters
to DOJ saying feds
misinterpreted law
8Y GREG MORAN

Inthe week sinoe federal

sonal expenses, Hunter and
his lawyer publicly
lnurched two lines of de
fense — attacking prose-
cutors and blaming Mar
garet Hunter

The accusation that the
irdictment wus o politically
motivated product ofadeep

L u
sweeplng indlctment on
Rep. Duncan Hunter and
his wife, Margaret, accusing
them of using $250,000 in
campaign maoney for per

state v inside the
Justice Department, and
Hurnter's contention about
his wife in an Interview that
“whatever she did that'll be
looieed ut, too, I'msure, but 1

didn't do it™ have recelved
the most attention. But &
lnrger Jegal defense was out
ined in Jetters to Justice
Department officials sentin
the woeks before the indlet-
ment by Duncan Hunters
lawyer, Gregory Vegi.

In the July 30 and Aug. 6
letters, Vegn argued federal
prosecutors had misinter-
preted the law, were turning
civil law violatlons into
crimes and had rushed to
indict hisclient.

In an Aug. 6 letter to
Deputy Attormey General
Rod Rosenstein, Vegu
asked for & meeting with
serdor Justice Department
officials to head off an in-
dictment. Vega sald he
would contend thut the
charges he anticipated the
Hunters would face "reflect
an overly aggressive prose-
cution intent an criminakz
ing conduct that is civil In
nature”

He questioned whether

prasecutors had consulted
with election experts or the
Federa! Election Commis
S5om,

“Any such consultation
would have conflrmed that
supposedly'criminal’ trans
actions involving the
Congressman actually fall
into FEC gruy arcus or ure
altogether  permissiole,”
Ve wrote.

Vega did not provide
specifics In the letter, but

SLE HUNTER « A7

GLTTY INAGLS

Touching tribute to McCain

Cindy McCaln, wife of Sen. John

Capltol In Phoenlix on

McCaln, leans on his
Afterward,

casket during a private ceremony for family and politiclans at the Arizona state
's of the public lined up for hours for a viewing. Story, AZ.

ONLINE PETITION SEEKS TO REJOIN POLICE DOG, FORMER PARTNER

Pair split as officer
left EI Cajon; canine
was Instagram star
Y LYNDSAY WINKLEY

AnH Cajon police canine
and farmer Instagram star
5 making waves on the In-
ternet once ugain, this time
&8 the subject of an online

petition that seeiks to re-
unite him with his previous
handler.

More than 137.000 people
have signed the change,org
petition tited “Keep K9 jest-
erwithhishuman!™

For two and a half years,
the public watched through
the window of social medla
as Jester, & Belgian Mali-
nods, and B Cujon police Of
Neer Jordan Walker worked

— and played — slde-by-
side.

There were videos of
Jester snatching tennis
halls from the alr at light-
ning speed and an amusing
rumber of photographs feu.
turing the pup in eclectic
castumes.

Jester's Instagram had
about 219,000 followers De-
fore it was taken down.

Early this month, Walker

announced via the popular
accourt thut he would be
leaving the department —
and Jester Although he said
he was Mitally “hoplng and
praying”he'd be able 1o take
his furry partner with him,
Walker sakd he came to real-
e thut was selfish.

Walker wrote in the post
that Jester “still has lois of
workleftinhim.”

“He ls an amazing work-

ing pup,” the officer added
Jester was ussigred ton
new partner, OfMeer Ran-
dall Gruy. The dog was being
housed at the ¢ity's animal
shelter until hisnew handier
could bulld a kennel of his
own 10 house him. The de-
partment did not say

HOUSE
COUNSEL
LEAVING
BY FALL

McGahn has been
key figure in how
to manage inquiry
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
surprised White House coun-
sel Don MeGahn o0 Wednes-
day by abruptly announcing
that MeGahn will ve leaving
his job this full, effectively
forcing the Jong-anticipated
extt of a top adviser who has
cooperuted extensively in the
investigation Into Russian
election interference.

The president made the
declarution on Twitter with
out first informing MeGahn,
acrording to people dase to
both men. [t came 11 dags af
ter The New York Times re-
ported the degree to which
MeGahn — who was by
Trump's side at muyjor mo-
ments as the president
sought to keep control of the
Russin  nquiry has
emerged 88 & key witness
Over the pust nine manths,
MeGahn has given 30 hours
of testimony In at least three
volurtary interviews

MeGahn's  departure
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AMERICAN
PASSPORTS
REVOKED
ALONG
BORDER

U.S. officials reject
birth records as
proof of citizenship
BY KEVIN SIEFF
PHARR, Texas

On paper, he's a devoted

US citizen
His officinl American birth

whether that has
The two will attend &
truining scademy later this
SEE JESTER « A9

cortlf e was deil

eed by & midwife in
Browrsville, at the southern
tip of Texas. He spent his ife
weuring American untforms

hunn s o i ta b fas



THE DISH

BY CAROLINA GUSMAN

Mark the unofficial end of summer with
food and drink specials hosted by local
restaurants and bars this Labor Day
weekend.

Waterbar in Pacific Beach will party
down with $4 Budweiser, bourbon and
rye whiskey cocktail specials, and
barbecue cookout specials. Friday
through Monday. 4325 Ocean Bivd.,
San Diego. (858) 888-4343.
waterbarsd.com

Level Four Pool Bar & Lounge kicks off
the holiday festivities with Punch the
Clock Friday featuring punch-style
cocktails and bites for $3 starting at

3 p.m. and going up $1 every hour until
6 p.m. The pool lounge will become an
adult playground with games like giant
Jenga. Tacos and boozy paletas will be
offered at the Taco Cart from 3 to

6 p.m. Saturday. Siesta Sundays is
nothing but laid-back beats and
umbrella drinks, poolside.

1047 Fifth Ave., San Diego.
hotelpalomar-sandiego.com

Upstairs, the Arriba Room at Curadero
will serve street food from its taco
window from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday
and Saturday. In between eats, chal-
lenge friends to some classic tabletop
games in the lounge. 1047 Fifth Ave.,
San Diego. hotelpalomar-sandiego.com

Upper East Bar in East Village will offer
food and drink specials Saturday
through Monday. For $8, try a bacon-
wrapped all-beef hot dog with nacho
cheese and pickled jalapefio or a
beer-braised bratwurst served with
sauerkraut, onion and whole-grain
mustard. From noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
escape the afternoon with a DJ and
drink specials, including $20 bottles of
dry rosé and $5 draft beers. Wind down
the weekend with tequila drink specials
and DJ music on Monday. 616 J St.,
San Diego. (619) 531-8744.
hotelsolamar.com

UNION KITCHEN & TAP GASLAMP

Union Kitchen & Tap will host a Labor Day brunch
with favorites like chicken and waffles.

"

MISSION AVENUE BAR & GRILL

Crab cake tostada is a new option on the revamped
menus at Mission Avenue Bar and Grill.

Avenue of Science, Suite 222, Carmel

Diego. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday.



Union Kitchen & Tap Encinitas will
throw a "90s-themed Labor Day
Weekend Blowout with live music on
Saturday from 10 p.m. to close; karaoke
on Sunday from 10 p.m. to close; and a
Brunch & Day Party with bottomless
mimosas ($15 per person) from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday. 1108 S. Coast
Highway, Encinitas. (760) 230-2337.
localunion10Ll.com

Backyard Kitchen & Tap celebrates
Labor Day weekend with brunch from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
with dishes like biscuits and gravy,
chilaquiles burrito and banana loaf
French toast. On Monday, the restau-
rant will offer 20 percent off for all
active or retired military and first
responders. 832 Garnet Ave.,

San Diego. (858) 859-2593.
backyardpb.com

Second Chance Beer Co. is marking its
third anniversary with an island-
inspired limited-release beer as part of
a collaboration with Maui Brewing Co.
The new beer is an Imperial Pilsner
infused with jasmine flowers. The
celebration kicks off at 11:30 a.m.
Saturday at both locations: 4045 30th
St., Suite A, San Diego, and 15378

Mountain Ranch. On Sunday, a special
brunch and beer pairing will be served
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Carmel
Mountain Ranch location. Tickets are
$50 per person.
secondchancebeer.com

Pacific Beach AleHouse will offer $5
PB Alehouse Hangloose house brew
and $10 Poptails along with DJs
spinning at 10 p.m. Saturday, Sunday
and all day Monday. 721 Grand Ave.,
San Diego. (858) 581-2337.
pbalehouse.com

Union Kitchen & Tap will host a Labor
Day brunch with favorites like confit
duck hash and eggs, chicken and
waffles and stuffed French toast. 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday through Monday. All
military, first responders and union
workers will receive 20 percent off on
Monday. 333 Fifth Ave., Gaslamp
Quarter. (619) 795-9463.
gaslampunion.com

Hundred Proof will host an Aperol
Spritz-themed brunch on Labor Day.
Sweet and savory items include grilled
shrimp and avocado toast and an
all-new, old-fashioned doughnut with a
shot of whiskey glaze. The Aperol Spritz
cocktail is $8. 4130 Park Blvd., San

(619) 501-6404. hundredproofsd.com

JRDN at Tower23 welcomes Labor Day
guests with $6 well cocktails, house
wine and bubbly, 14-ounce Sapporo
drafts and 4-ounce hot or cold sake.
Libations can be paired with the chef’s
plate, a selection of sushi, sashimi and
nigiri. 4 to 6 p.m. Monday. 723 Felspar
St., San Diego. (858) 270-2323.
523hotel.com/jrdn

The Westgate Hotel invites guests to
relax this Labor Day with the Latin
sounds of Julio de la Huerta at the
renovated Plaza Bar. Sip on the TWH.
Sangria with rosé, Strega Ligueur and
stone fruits while you enjoy the Cali-
fornia Cheeses with Point Reyes Blue,
Humboldt Fog Goat, Fiscalini Cheddar,
tomato chutney and local honey.
Monday. 1055 Second Ave., San Diego.
(619) 238-1818. westgatehotel.com

The Creamery at Barona Resort &
Casino will serve its premium house-
made ice cream on Labor Day, offering
guests nearly 30 rotating flavors like
cinnamon bun, salted caramel and
chocolate malted crunch, as well as
soft-serve and yogurt, milkshakes,
classic banana splits, ice cream sodas,
SEE THE DISH « PAGE 22



